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True Primitive State of -CIVILL 
and Eccleſiaſtical 


Crovernment 
Diſcuſſed and Cleared, 


Alfoa VVay briefly propounded tore- 
concile the Saints,by what names (now) 


ſoever diſtinguiſhed. -In Unity of Dodrine | 
and Diſcipline,according to our Covenant 
in a C— neereſt to the 
or . 


— 


With all lowlineſſe and meckne{e,with long ſuffering, forbearing one ans- | 
ther in loves Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the | 


bond of peace, Ephel. 4. 2,3. 


For by one ſpirit are we all __—_ ints one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether wee bee bond, or free: and have been all made to 
drink into one ſpirit. 1 Cor.12. 13. | 
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Rn T@THE 
Righe Honourable the Great Cquncell 
in Parliament now Afﬀembled; and the. 


DIE=d . 4nd not 1 only bat many farre more con- 
QI derable, barve been Speftators of thoſe 

5) Chis g tety Toles and indefatig able trous 
GIVSV Bles, which y0u as our Worthies, barve for | 
above theſe fix years paſt undergone, not to be para- 
lelled to ” time, ſave that of Iſraels deliverance 
from Pharaoh out of the Honſe of bondage, which 
ou as ſo many Noble Inſtruments,by the ſtrength of 
the Arme of the Mighty God of [acob, harve perfore 


med to the preſent accompliſhment for #5, ( as great a 
deliverance.) For the which bleſſed be the God moſt 


High,as alſo for that after ſo great winnowing, there 


yet: remains ſo confiderable a number of you found. 


faithful to your truft, and though this may be eſtee- 
med by you. Honourable Worthies, a boldneſſe in the 
FINE A.,2.. _ prex: - 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
preſenter (neer unto: preſumption) to mention your 
Honours Names in this Epiſtle, for which 1 harve no» 
thing to plead for in excuſe, but this, namely, that 
your Honours are neerly and greatly concerned inthe 
SwbjeFt matter of this enſuing Diſcourſe, which if He, 
that is the Head of all Principallities and Powers,the 
Mighty Counſellour, by whom Princes decree juſt 
things, ſhall trengthen and guide you to follow : I, 
and not 1 onely, but all Conſcientious men, and true 

Chriſtians, ſhall therein harve their defares, and you 
_ their prayers-: 


So reſteth your moſt humble - {| 
and devoted Seryant,not 
worthy to be named, 

_ .as conſiderable: 


— 
| — 


_ £- ag ” | | 2 7. 
- T8 the Rtader,! © | 


oe Har! 2 great diſpute in my ſpirit in this 
S Very eick of time, whether I ſhould 
Sw ſpeak 01 keep filence,& that netonly 
Br 73 © becauſe 7a thiele eviil dayes vanity 
ub 2d froth, notmruth, 1s either through 

= prejudice or willfulloeſſ* approved 
and extolled amongſt men , bur a!ſo througha ſcace 
of ' my ftzmtacring imbecility , as being unlearned in 
humane Sciences, I was afraid tc ſhew in publick this 
my opinion : For I fayd in my thuughts , that dayes 
ſhould peagy, and multitude of Yeares foould teach wiſe- 
deme ," Butfince I unde; ftocd that it is the inſpiration 
of the Almighty that gives underſtanding, I durſt not 
{mother that lirtle light under a Buſbel), which he hath 
23S aTalent given me to improve for his Glory and the 
Common pood : upon this ground then Thave adyen- 
tured to caſt my Mire into the publique "Treaſury, pre- 
ſenting thele enfuing Liges to thy ſerious peruſal; the . 
principall thearne and ſubſtance of which is to ſhew 
kow this our tottering Fabrick both in Church and 
State, may againe be re-ſetled upon the ſure Bafſs of 
atrue Pcimirive Inſtitufion : And here if in this tranſ- 
aRion | have not ſo managed it , as a buſireſſe of ſo 
great importance doth require ; I hope my former, 
acknowledged weakencfle will plead for me a favou- 
rable excuſe, if notacceptance :' And leſt a ſtring of 


| teproofe by apy over-winded expreſſions in this my 


b Booke 


Booke may ſound harſhly in the eares of ſome, ſo asto 
hinder the-melodious harmony of an iatended Uloion 
by ne held forth: ; Lſhall cadeavour againe to looſe it 
by an ingenuous acknowledgment. | 

For I profeſſe as its the preſence of God , Tamno 
evemy toany mans perſon , being ſorry to ſee, much 
more to uſe either the name of a Levefier, or F r, 
(having ir- both yery loving friends) if I could by. any 
other n:mes diſtinguiſh them to a vulgar ynderftan- 
divg, which yet atc juſtly to be blamed. and with- 
food, becaule they go not the right way taa civillor 
E«clcfi-ſticail Peace. There is onely one word that 
hath eſcaped me, that probably may gave occafionto: 
fame totake offence ; and thatis inthe 15. Page, to- 
wardsthe end, whete quoting the Prophet Hoſea, it 
is faid , That God. hath juſtly givenup theſe men , 
thatis to ſay,ſome of aur conceived wile Diyiners,a0d. 
pretended Prophiets to folly, and a ag raging wadnes. 
.  ratherthcy 3 rationall or Chriſtian Spirit. And heere: 
T could wiſh I might not ſay ſo of ſome which bite and 
{narlat their brethren, not ſhewing yet-avy truercaſon- 
whercfore; but God forbid I ſhould ſay fo of allz and” 
tfuely becauſe of offence, it it could havg beenetime- 
ly preventited, I would have ſajd ſo of gone: Yeris 
this ace:ime the holy Spirit hath uſed inwey'of reproof 
of forne of the ſarac FurRion, though in anothet caſe, 
when he'caileth them, both: Gumbe and greedy degges s 
znd'7gaine fo; feare of miſtake, becauſt Lhave cetured 
there wight-be 210 ;imp@ ity of Perſons inthe Miniſtry 
in reference to humane [carning,chat thezefore I ſhould” 
&c thought 22! enemy, to learning, 4 noicertainly;"T 
could with che Univerfities nyght bee Lept" up abd.- 


FJ 


maintained in their formerJuſter, that ſo as God ſhall 
bring forth by the hand of , we may by 
ſuch a common and comendable gift ftill finde inftru- 
ments that in ſome caſes might bee more oſefull then 
others eitherin Church or State. 

And laſtly , though I have highly commended the 
Excellency of this outward Forme ., which indeede 
ought to be obſerved ; yet I hope none is ſo ignorant 
23tothinke that the'true glory and beauty of Chriſts 
Church is-not more ptincipally within ; but fince 
both are concerned in reference to the outward and 
jioward. man; therefore itwis that Firaels deliverance 
our of Agypt was a deliverance in an outward way: 
of Woerſhippe for both, upon which ground it is not 
to be doubted that thrqughy. the great power of our 
Redeemer , wee ſhall at this time not anely have a de» 
liverance intheinward , butalſo a freedome of the. 
outward man, elſe ſhould 'wee have nathingwhere-- 
with voluntarily to tender as a Worſhippe to God: 
For theſe Reaſons 4 a5 alſo for{ome == 
in the. Printing; I havecoftrarptomy imeudedpur- 
poſe Niclented ice with this Epiſtle, wifhing a "ny 
rable conſtruRion of the whole ar leaſt,or of my good 
intention herein: And ſol ſhall ever reſt, 


| Thine ts command in the Lord, 


D. P. 
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| Page 1; line 28, for Counties read Countries, p.z, 1.14: fer ſorplace 
ſurface. p.20.1.)aft leaye our thirdly. page the laſt,line the 25.r, Sea» 
odes truly (oe called, 
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| THE 
True ſtate and forme of Government, 
; Civil (e's Ecclefiaftical diſcuſſed & cleared: 


9 Ot long fince there was in publicke, a little 


SI ff book intitled, 4 Sbril WE for the reſolve of 13 
ol Be Queries, in which, with many; other things 
Y touching the Covenant-&c. very conſiderable, 


F there was inſerted, the primitive inſtitution and 
"> ſupreame end, of a Ciyill and Eccic2.ſticall 
Government, in a moretull purſaance then of what was there 
ſo briefly preſented,I ſhall indeavour in this inſaing diſcousle, 
*0 hold forth theſe 3paxticulars,as very neceflary further to be 
diſcuſſed and cleared in theſe times. Firſt wherin each particu- 
larGovernment,with their diſtin and peculiar intereit doth a 
part conliſt, 2, In what particulars they ny harmonioully ac- 
ES propoun 

cach in their primitive glory. - - 
-.. To begin then with thatGovernment which is called Civil, 
Firſt ated upen:the Theater of this world, yet in force, which 
as touching the forme pen hath been ve ry contingent & un- 
certaine. God ſometimes deputing one as ſupream to give out 
Lawes, and rule the Nations ones petriecing others 
by right of Congquelt to impoſe Laws, apon the ſubdued mul- 


titude, ſome were .cleted Kings, to whoſe lawes the people | 


voluntarily ſabmitted. Others by their Repreſentatives pro- 
poling "po to theſe elefted Kings, by which they Toad bee 
governed, Andlafiy ſome few have been ele&ed in ſeverall 
Counties to Governe and tranſadt for the gogdand Benefit of 
the whole, Theſe and ſuch like, are uſually diſtinguiſhed by 

B OE the 


ed tending to ſettle 


Cap 


''» PR : | 
che names of Monarchy, A; rae Democrafie, &c, The 
4 reaſon of which variety, hath Bern the univeffall 'corrption 
ofhumaine fleſh, Governours being drawne aſide by their own 
concupiſcence, through ambition, and{elF.intereſt, and other 
cauſes,to purſae ends deſenitive to common-ſafety. But from 
the beginning it was not 10,for if man had ſtood;the moſt pure 
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The diſciplin was by inftruFion, exhortatton, exarnp fe, and 
ſuch like, to Uraw forth and-exerciſe daily the iptelle& of all 
intelligible creatures in the things before recited. So as from 
non-age,to ful-age,cach particular EOTaInG to their meaſyre 


and proper place, wlgnc become ſerviceable to the univer- 
fall and publicke good. There being yet this difference' in 
the ftate of innocency ( though continued ) between Adam 
and his progeny, that as he wascreateda perfe& man, his in- 
ternall faculties was afted readily from himſeffe as ſeveral 
objefts and relations were preſented in their time 'and 
place, -whereas his poſterity ſtood in need of a contiml in- 
culcation of inſtruftion from others, before they could a& 
their inward' principle 5 dexteriouſly ,' and habitually 'in a 
way of nature and reaſon, to which, other parts ef diſcipline 
befare expreſſed in this ſtare of corruprion,, is neceffarily to be 
added, ſharpe reprootes and ſevere corre&tions, The next and 
laſt particular appertaining to this Government, is the' fi 
pream end: Namely the preſervation of each mans propriety 
c- in name,goods, and other things of this Iife. And hereinthe 
particular and intire intereſt of this and all other civil fan&i- 
ons doth conſiſt, A firſt Teſtament and Covenant once in'the 
| power 


— - 


TO NO Is PW Y . 
power of man to keepe moſt perfetly ; which ſince throngh” - 
| weakeneſſe of thefleſh; fruits bar ed of the fall, a cor im. 
/ -Ppoſſivlepredifiigiabeperformed ; All menin nature t 
; by a jult ſentence, as under the fuſt breach of this Law, become» 
ming children of.the curſe , wrath , and death : wee need noc 
: wonder then at the revolutions and changes of Government,ſince 
| every thing elſe now is reſtle(:, ancill it returne to ſts primitive 
; and ſupreme centsr , - from whence there was ſuddainely ſo great 
7 an Apoltacy, that the. wholecarth.was filled with violence, jinſo- # 
q much, immediately after; mans commecall fcheane of Tereſtiall 
; < glory, became diſſolved inta.3,watery Tragedy, a few inconfide- 
rate perſans for number, ogly.cxcepted , preſerved from being 
| overwhelmed in that univerſall deluge, which no ſooner by multi- 
plying had againe filled the ſurplaſe of the earth, but the like uni- 
verſa}l corruption appeared : All fixed principles for pure Nature, 
Reaſon, and Morallity, was by it eaten out, -and became oblite- 
rate 3 which doubclefle was the © od in the next Age 
did againe minde the ſame chrough The tin of circumciſion, as 
alſo, not long after in that terrible manner upon Mount Synais in 
Tudea , the Hemiſpheare of Nations, giveout his Law, to ſhew 
man once more, not onely from hence he-was fallen , but to 
ſtirre him up thereby to-his fc 


| ormer duty, the matter whereof was 
= cnag in Tables of ſtone 7, evidently to be ſeene and read of 
men. 

And although heere againe , . the forme of this Government 
then was Monarchicall ; yer was it not therein an indiſpatable 
prefident and patcerne for other Nations or ſucceeding times, for 
though it ſhould be admitted that this was molt Pritnitive, and in 
Gods eſteeme moſt Excellent , either in Adam, and thoſe other > 
Anoynted Kings, to whom extraordinary afliſtance and abilities 
was given for performance of ſuch a tralt”, '8s particular Types 
of Chriſt : Yetexperience tells us through changes ; and reaſon 
and providence di&ates no lefſe ; that where this immediate Di- 


vine Aſſiſtance is wanting, to guide any ſingle ſupreme in evill 
times of defe&ion , that Government proves dangerous , and 
thoſe Governours probably moſt FIT = that people , which 
ſhall through providence be admitted to Rule, after a ſenſible 


feeling, and late deliverance with them from ander a yoke of Ti- 
ESTs” B 3 ranny : 


"Ow 


*2 


" 


"PREX? 2 (4) 
/ 1anny+4: Ie-not.to. me ſeeming likely,” that ſuch who have ſcene: 
' Juſtice done uponothers , themſelves init being inſtramentall, 
{hoatd Through Tiranny by any Law, make heavy yokes for their 
brethren, and in jt their owne ban: (which it ) they would: - 
bemolt inexcuſfable , becauſe they of all ather, in thislarter Age. 
of the world. have ſecne. moſt examples and prefidents of the, 
good, and evill of Government : Thus much then of the firſt 
particular , in which is bricfely ſhewed the Mioiſters , matcer, 
4 Forme, Lawes, diſcipline, end, intire Intereſt of aſl Tivill 
Goverament;both att ace, wine ec it was held ex-. 
ceNrney we in & OT the | J2wes : Jr 08 
called a Sanctuary (a) yet wor eLD1y, tar difterent from 
(4) td » Which concernes the Wy To Fpirall man , which. 
though the miniſtrationof itbean the fleſh ; yet it is not after, 
nor for the preſent, little appertaining thereunto : It being naill 
(6b ) Rom, 3. v. theday of our bodily redemption, (4) under the difoipline of the 
firſt Teſtament;for corrupt fleſh;as all now is, mult as graſle and. 
the lower of the field;tirftwither, become dead, Svaniſh away in, 
the judgemcnt of thoſe, which are to be fit matter for the ſecond. 
and new. Teltameat , forthe body (c) muſt be dead becauſe of 
- finne, when the ſpirit is colive for a-berter righteoulneflle ſake... 
_..And ſoI come to the ſecond particular ,- the Government Ec+ 
cle#afticall, which imediately receded the other in the Infancy 
thereof, The inſtruments and formes whereof , hath alſo beene 
various before the time of Chriſts fleſhly preſence. ; the reaſon 
of which was, the good pleaſure of the Fathers will, che divine 
myſtery of his Grace, ſince revealed to us in the futtneſle of time, 
for the molt part hid in (4) him, - whoſe diſpenſations & works 
al wayes appeare moſtperfe& in the end, During the infancy and 
minority,of the myſticall body of Chriſt the Church then.begun 3 
itſeqmed good to him here and there to enlighten ,. and by a ſc- 
.cret and inward G to ſeperate and ſegregate from the Common. 
maſſe.of mankind> , fuch as ſhoald hold forth according to the 
',  , meaſureof faith then diſpenced,the wordof life : That in divers . 
(e) Heb. fv. '* wayes,manners, ('e) and formes of diſcipline, weremade inſtru. 
mencall in their generations ,, to.congregate as time and place af- 
forded.the children of truth, Gradually firſt prepariog, and then 
through unionof attcRion couching chem in their due place. , 38 


LQ, 


(d) 1 Cor.2.v. 
6,7» 
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(5). - | 

fo. many polliſhed tones .,- upon'that precious eprner; , and firſt 
foindation ſtone of the ſpirituall Temple Chen Jajos : I put- 
poſe nat here for brevity ſake, to write ſeyerally of the particular 
Formes:in thoſe; Ages paſt; bye rather withthe * Auchour of * Shcill cry, 
that forenamed Pamphiets Þ ſhall fall in with bis Method in thar | 
Forme ſince, 2s a Government for us more pratically jimitable ; 
It was evident then according to Scripture , when the fall time 
appoynted of the Father , for the ſpiritual liberty and age of the 
Church: wascome. ; He ſept forth his Sonne 4 to:theworld,cloa; 
thing him with hamane fleth;, - and-in the ſybſtance and ſhape of * 
1man: put. him under the Law - N..q+ 
That! inhis purefleſh, in mans ſtead,, and for his benefir,, 
he might aRtively and paſiively performe, what Gad or man, by 
any-Law could poſſibly require 3; apd.chough haknew no (ivne, 
neither: was a tranfgreffor.of any Law 3 yet. he being inftrumen- 
eall in the Creacion of man, the fixſt/and ſupreme * head of man, * Hzb.2. 6.7.8. 
by relation a * brgther to.man,and by a peculiar tight hadan inte. * V<r.13. 142 
reft in man ; it was both juſt and reaſonable, that he oncly as the 
fitteſtperſon Gould. principally tranſact the afaires of, man, and 
forthat end, he was by God jn, the bahalte of all fallen mao, im- 
puted a ſinner, numbred among tran(greſſors, made a curie by 
lufferivg upgn the Croſle, as a T hiete and Murtherer,. that fo tho- 
rongh this, Lods peculiar ordinance and acceptance, he might no 
more remember or punifh etexaally . che; cranigrefſiags commuir- 
. ted agaiolt the finſt-Teſkamens, ; as. alſa;to. givea ſure ground of 
future hope, tharthe boJies of che faickfull one day, ſhall beper- 
' feRlyredeemed from the power of {inne, death ,. and the De- 
vill, unto which by, a righteous ſcntence ,. they became with 0- 
thers moſt miſcrably-captivaced ,. with all to give good aflurance 
to-all. fuch , by the death and ſcaling blood(hed of this Sonne 
.of God ; which was appoymed to be both che tcfFator and Me- 
diator ofthe new Covenant {z) eternally ili eapon fure (:) Reb, g, 15, 
proiniſes , thir ſpirits once cleanſed from the filth and guilt of 
the old : May now by a new and living way thorough the vaile 

F his ficſh, haye a free.paſlage into the moſt holy Sanftuary and 
js of our heavenly. Father, in the glorious liberty of the 
Sonnes of God 3. and for that end this our great high Prieſt aid 
Apoſtle of cliat faith, which wee hone profcilc during the time 
%. 


of. 


(6) 
of his hang” i earth, he made it his own ; becauſe the Fathers 
worke , to diſpence light according to his will in matters of this 
Nacure,thit fo by it,he might publiquely gather anto himſelfe all 
thoſe” children of God that were capable Subje@s for an audi- 
ble adminiſtration ; and: for-that cauſe he was pleaſed to elec; 
not onely twelve principall , but many others, to whom he did 
impare thoſe myſteries, rhat they might afterwards as gaod Diſ- 
CipleS and Scribes before inſtrufted, communicire the ſame. Ups 
on whcm after his aſcention he poured out his ſpiric:, inthe diſ- 
penſation of extroordinary gifts ; - that ſo by them the foundati- 
on begunne , and forme preſcribed for ſuch-a ſpirituall ſtruture 


mighc ſucceſſively beccarried on 'in all ſucceedivg times , untill - 3 


the very top ſtone thould be layed, and grace, grace, cryed there- 
- unto :: Its eaſily coriceived then by thats paſt- ; - who were the 
Mr. workemen, and what was the matter for this building ; but 
for evincing a double miſtake in our pretended Mr. Builders: Trs 
neceſlary the matrer of it be alittle further conſidered:Tt being af- 
firmed by ſome on the one hand, that all perſons in a Nation; yea 
infants are fic materialls for this Czleſtiall-Fadricke : The folly 


of which opinion appeareth |,” in'that it is not onely contrary to © 


the practice and dirett precept ; but alſo the trite nature and end 
of this inſtirution by Chriſt : Beſides, what benefit gan acrew to 
Infants,and others almoſt as uncapable to be made ers by 2- 
ny initiating orJinance, ſince they are in no'capacity (through-nz. 
tural! weakeneſſe ): viſtbly tg doe or receive any good , neither , 
hath God at any time, or any where- (-as'is falfly by chem premi- 
ſed, engaged throngh an unwarrantable uſe of Baptiſme*,. to 
waſh away otiginall finne,Regenerate , viſibly unite to himſelfe, 
and fave Infants ; for why then doth not anſwerable effects fol. 
low : Time quickly ſbewing that many thouſands fo baptized, 
become Abhominable and Reprobate ro every good: worke : 
Strange therefore it 1s to ſee how theſe men have been puſled to 
evade the cleare light of this Scripture ; Go diſcipline and bap- 
tiſe, and that other Scripture , he that believgth and is baptized 
ſhall beſaved ; but to theſe perſons it ſeemeth fulfilled, if they 
injoyne others to profeſle faith for them, which vil bly have rone; 
 aSif one mans bare profeſſion, which is not probably real}, wete 
with God meritoriouſly ſaving for others , in like a 
Ns ney 


4 
 . they puſled abontQircumciion, which th 3 0g: Bogifone me.cometh 
in I roome of, when cos them 308. underſtard,that 
3 .Circumcifion was no. initiating ordinance for a Church , and 
Goſpel fellowſhip 2?! It being but a figne'of an extcruall Cove- 
nant and ſtipulation made with Akrabem and his Seed,for a revive 
of the firlt Teſtament, touching;a civill and;unblameable copver- - 
{ation.in the 'fleth : For ſayih God; my Cpvenant (hall be in 
3 your(g)fleſh # So that all Iſracl after,the ficſh,by the Law gende- ( g) Gen. 7. 
?- ring tobondage , were not Iſracl-after th: ſpirit, borne,of the 23+ 
free woman, genderingto.a ſpirituall liberty, :; And this I am in- 
dnced'verily to believe, for theſ& Reaſons, #2. 
Firſt, Becauſe all thoſe! that parcook of Circumciſion, by Scrip- 
ture proof . were rigedly. bound to a perſonall and perpetuall per- 
formance of the Morall Law , in- reference to the ourwzr man (+) Gil. 5. 2. 
(h) which Gur/ Saviour yet teſtifieth, none of them did * keepe, * 19Þ+ 4-19.23: 
nor indeed could, as they might the Ceremon;all and other Lawes, 
Secondly, From the nature ofthe law ic Telfe, which in 
Scripture, is compared to fire, hammer, Sword, &c. whereof 
circumcition. wasa figurative ſigne,  ſhewing it to be no leſle 
then a keen cutting inftrument,through the penalty, which by 
a ſeceet infition was to ſeperate that. gauls,skin or film ſpread 
over the Spiritzeye, & jadgemeng of reaſon, at firlt occahionally 
entering in bythe ſences, & now through cnſtqme being ſo ha- 
bitually contrafed in.mans nature, as it proves to ſome many (7) Colsl. 2, y, 
times ar incureable. diſeaſe, (i) Neceſſary it was then, that **- !2- 13. 
from the eight day of. the wombe , at the firſt budding ,  , _ . 
of ithe ſences they ſhould bee, gradually. and regularly athwely inflry- 
diſciplined accordingly. ::And_as ;for.time., ſo for place, ion of chilg- - 
this tigne was very ſignificant , it being done, there, from ren. | 
whence inſtrumentally was to bee, ated, the ſtrongeſt and. 
moſt burning luft of hamane and ntarall concupiſcence, the 
difficulty in ſuppreſiing which, and the danger of neglefting, 
was ſecretly hinted by the paine, ;ſorrow and blood(hed.in this 
ceremonial.cranſaftion, neither is the perſons lefle obſervable, 
God ſhewing by ſuch an adminiſtration, that ict was the male, 
not the female that was firſt intruſted , from. whom as 
the head and ſtronger veſiel,he cheifly. of him required perfor- 


mance, or elſe his blood muſt go, or ſome others for him mat 
by 


— 4 


WA INST ag; 3 
-dve and ſuffer; whatcivi Gudyaperount iy-ailatiafaltionequivg- 

lene v0 ATP gatv7 1.597 9 1H Cad veto: 1: 0 
Iſay 42. ver. 22 Thirdly, When circumcifion' and the Law, was moſt in 
force,and highlyexalted,andithreagh a ſence thereby of mans 
weaknefſe, thongh it becameinſtramentaH eo beget as: upon 
Hagars knees faithful childrawants' 4;raham Yet Golpell 
_ and Fvangelical-tighWtedufaeſſe;at a fpringanid niver of lite, 
ſweetly, fyet ſecretly was then - running” under allegories, 
tipes and ceremoniesin a'miniſtracion diſtinaly diftering from 
the former, for they all dranke of the ſame ſpirituall” R ocke 
that followed thetnijahd that Rocke-was Chriſty and rhey- all 
were paptize@ 590k circumeedthough imiltically under a 
cloud and in the Sea, wherewater and not blood, was the 

materiall ſubſtance-of this- ordanicall Sacrament. 

Fourthly, From the :nature- and end of. baptilme it ſelfe, 
which is not, to bee paraleldfo,/:as toicomein:theroome'of 
© .. circumciſion. The matrerand manner of which holy inftitu- 
tion, preſenteth to ourview aud ferious confideration, theſe 
ſeverall things following. - Firſt, That it is. neitker cixcum- 
cifion, nor any other 'ceremoniall reparation, but an. abſo- 
late SacramenitaH:diffelut ow of one bodily elementsg-into 
their firſt printlples; (as beſt ſaiting with-a vidthle.Goſpe] l-ad- 
miniſtration*"F7ymwhick: ſecondly, was lively reprefented 
to the eye of faith, not ſence; by the death of the body,a ſpi- 
rituall freedome fromthe imputation of fin, * power of the 
law, 'curſe, death and the devill.::. The ground of which, is 
* Rom.6. v.9, this, in that God -atifirſt-gavethis Law principally:to beþind- 
eos ing to the ſenſitive nd weaker part, the isward nan from; ic 
| ' _ being deftin&;althoaght united, makes butone perſon (upon 
C) Forwant of ,1.ich the outward, being firſtin the tranſgreſſion, and by 
enithing of occaſion an inlet of finto'the other, It pleaſed Godgto im . 
theſe natures 'pute that fin, and"charge the puniſhment' upon it,* when. yer 
lic 1:of the by a decreed union, If faltvin an .unexpeited promiſchad 
- m—_ and ot intervened, the infvard had alſo: beenin'the ſame _predi- 
5 77 £1 ” ra cament, from the neernefſe. of which union of theſe two de- 
<, ane Nec ſtin& natures, there is a- communion” of operations. and: pro- 
prieties, ſochat what'may be afficmed of one and the ſame'per- 


ſon, 'at'one ard the fame time, in teferrence:to one nature, 
| may 


- 


= 


- 


| (oY) 
might be. notanly a:ſfim of that unigh"-and. communion. 
of the body of Chriſt with the Faithfull, but 2ifo- that .it might+ 
hold meer itn to2 viſible part in'the behalf of theelt: 


of theamembers alc Þody, a 00 "of. che, lame; 
Spirit, vertue, lite;*x8 Uo! Aion and x be bh cad, 


And this we fiac ly h tous; worthy onr cert 
peruſal, in the fie ws ſevenih Chapters to the Rowwaris,the A 
Yeſu theſevench ſhewing, T hat now the firſt husband the 

y, to Che bo Spirit by union was martyed 1g ws dead to 
Xi eq pot Chr U fo oe the {pirit-wic 
beirg eounged Adulcerelſeg mig wake choice 6x ens 
him that catlfoorn _ ctr a ak by ſneb \irmight 
bri forth fruic unto. | zith. he, when we poke in the 
Fleſh; he affetiong of fin which Were, by. *the Law, had force in. 
our 1M co. bring forth fruitÞhntod 
livered from the Law, he beiny 

pay We. were holden, that 


movin 


toall th 


imon 


fiſk fruits. 

faced. che firlk ,xrrar, ew apts and TS] 

upon;[theſe grotiuds, are nor fic mattgr for 2 SRD 

_ Congngttig, and goagh-1 I ON Nene 

cd brevity, yet yithings ſogrea Aa ll ant 5+; cobalt 1k he 
(Cl tor phis {criou KSap "all gr ea 
| «.Qr nor. | ORs ence 

to. the Ones. or ih Mk Covenant,&ee. The = the other 

hand is, in ſome that conceive them oply fit, which for koowledg 


and pradilg are feemingly more eminent, whereas-at fir a Go- 
canviction,and- a. rg Chriſt, and a voluntarie ſubmiflion 


to his government, for a ——_ Inftrudion through dorine. 
HA ang 


paar ag ON.” ; Faw King - 
dom in- the Charchyis x King 
proves Wor oy ioreef at firſt" Sow: == Sven wie 
riot oli ed ſtones, we aerpoy ws. 4 ran pom moe 
19 praftice. hofeMinifiers ſtrong. Chriſtians then 1 intraſt- 

&d, otight ro Bear the Icifirmifits the more” feeble, carrying 
theſe Lambs in the boſome of Love, leading gently, and gniding 
theſe you lings i in grace, Mike Bf god Fen cc ſo cruly knowing 
the ſtare A -48 to. ith them r Birds 
caged ons oct thavſo he-1 feed them 


with Knowledge = 
bur Evangelical! jure bu 


at this pre- 
df thac God ſo paſo * After the 


ſenc,8- what plenty of thoſe {6 

4d parherfeally it Bs — t he Karch manner of 
pwrnde nec : wit be = 

not cate ;ſo'us'ro ” nde | 

vp the broken, bring agtin Do is 5s page aWays ne - {oo o_ 


by 4 that which was loſt, bot with cruelty and r rigopr did they be obſericd of 
thei. The Gord: _ then thatgres! a wan Fog hep- all ſuch as are 


heard, re promiſer AC Ld for intruſted with 
lis ne Sy oe | was et Fed bythoſe cer. 55 Loeb ang ig the cate of 
to ſay '"'mto green Goſpel pa refreſbin them Souls, 
withtheſwter and pleaſars ſpring (carte treagchening the 
weak, healing the liek, 88, | Avir followeth \$xcellendyin he 


oe _ heny2d the inihier; fs the fora Afthis" 
he next'thir® chen to 5 the form 
ore, which was a—__ ie Midttrill officers, as gor- - 
dinatyand as fe « Wat Ta gary, 
to Colle; Keep, un i gigharſ e the pew ocks” Elders, among 
themſelves to overerule” and'egd to s pov ny av diffe= 
rences ; Seers.t6 watch over rtcal ke Potk was 
to preſent, as need required, the true 4 7-han to.the 
Charch; there was alſo a torms of <xrduoms, ths of Baptiſine, 
of which is already ſpoken;”, Ons otherand main end of which 
wis todiſtinguilh all viſible metnbers withing: from them with- — 
our, Putting fuch into a V \ CaPACity thereby of thoſe benefits 
before expreſt, to which then was 2d4ded- the Sacrament of ' the 
Lords Supper, through Ws betore-bapuized were _ 


ro trinke inti one ae wch gay WE it il 
faith in the blood of a Si running through the veivs of the 
whole dag, , tz pically repreſented by way * Communion in 
the Element of wine,to the very ſenſes of the faithfull, all choſe 
benefits of Chrilts death'and reſurreftion, which upon frequent. 


meeting they were WYY i& hold forch in-remembrance of 
the ſame, , 


Tely Chriſt 


hinge made, isnow re Fe | 
what belongs to him,be reſtaredsfor whic cauſe Ts def 


ſuffered,aſcended according to rhe Scripture,/ieeing now ax the right 
"= of God, wetill all enemnigs. vs made las Potion which once. 
fe ba, be baths deliver np the kingdome to God the” Father, 
Which then Tall be all inall to the whole body, filling every part | 
according to. their meaſuu 'Y by ; as. he ORs 


doth the. he: Ring of all. which gori ptotniſt 
lfof the toly vilble,/i beg 63 of gh ac uf 
Lol Mgr Searcy thers 15 one, i pre, : AS Ne jcom: 
prehe e,molt omnipotent Spit, 15 that of t 
com cated to She Son _— W 2 as head, to the, who E, 
ir, as the form | ED which was ee 
N Vis cer in” Beck roper through meckres apd love, 
YON inſtruction, reproof, atidit need require, with cons 
f-ot of the Church, through 25 xrar] we to uſe thei utmoſt, 7 
endeavour to Þte Some, Ds oe voluncarily ſubmitted unto! 
their Governmgn day of Chriſt ;; Agd- then 
the laſt of all.is the ſepream end, namely, the preſervation 
each Saints ns in/their ſpirituall names, priviledges avd. 
b-nefits of an eternall life, ſo as. each membex. ir their ptoper. 
place, may_accordipg to, the effeAttiall working - and, power 
which is in the meaſure of every, Part, receive the increaſe of 
the body untg, the cdifyigg it {clfe in love, untill we all meet. 
together in the unity of Faind that OURS of _ 


NE F | (13); 
Son,of God, into a.perfeft man, unto the meafureof the age 
of the fulneſſe of Chriſt. - Thus as briefly as Itould,hath been 
ſhewed alſo the Governours, Government, matter, forme, of 
do&rige and diſcipline, wigh the diſtin& and ſupream end,of 
this Ecclefiaſtieall Government ob Chriſt. 

Fhe third thing promiſed 26 be conlidered was this, In 
what reſpe&theſe two Governments, {o diametrically oppo- 
ſite, as heaven and earth, may yet agree and dwell together in 
a Nation, Cry, Fagiily orperton.” Firſt;; they may agree in 
this, that the-ſon of God is conliituted, and by oublicke Ins 
auguratign, i8Crowned and anoyntedKing and Head of both 
theſe principdllities and powers, with 4heir ſeverall Inftru- 
ments z, and- weapons,.whither Carnall or Spicituall. Sg- 
condly. they.may accord in'this that the Pigyall delegyes 
the right hand of fellowſhip, fince all ſublimary things ad 
a being with the excernall, for ends ſubſervient rothi, which 
when it ſhall perfe&ly OpecconIy in the Nations. This, 

alv 


and Rulers of the Gentiles rejoyciag to W; their glory to 
ereat, asa due hom- 


ey 
And: 


£0] mand, a 
it (hall a& 
di 


er 
mand, approbatfton,. or puniſhment of che .Chutch, 


he is a Member, As it ſhal publicklya& forthe go 
parent” che 
to the chird. 4. 


. Shy 1 7, 2% IV , d og F, 
_ Well then, -aSfor the lawfull authogity of thoſe Goyern- 
Qurs, thatthrgugh the. oyer-ruling hand of themoſt high, 


C 3 we. 


14 
-weare atthis preſent under, I diſpute not. Of which, thoſe 


* Shrill Cry, Tead that forementioned *(heet or two, which perfeftly ſpeaks 


my judgement therein. This premiſed, I proceed to the third | 


and laſt generall head of this diſcourſe, natnely firſt to pre- 
ſent by way of propoſal to our HonourableWorthies, ſome 
probable meanes whereby their Government may be comfor- 
table to,themlſelves,and proſperous to the- people. And here 


with the beloved Diſciple Fobn, I ſhall minde them of that * 
which -was from the beginning, according to-that 'which | 


hath already been in'part, ſhewed; that is tofay, 1Firſt, that 
they would aime at the ſame end, in all tranſa&ions, which 
God did in the Primitive {n{ticution of a Civil Government, 
which brieflyawas this, that they would be ten. Commahde- 
ment Magiftrates, giving God and man his due; after the two 
Tables, according to nature and reaſon, LO LEE 
Secondly, for purſaing of which,” becauſe not ubiquitarie, 
Tethroes cool might be taken,to chuſe out in theNation men 
fearing God, hating covetouſneſſe,whichin their places may 
fo_ determine lefler matters, ; S— 


4- 


ment, not. onely Magiſticall, but ſympathetical!, and im- 
partiall.Thatj(o it be not endangered to ſplit upog.theRock 

citherof a juſt calumny, ora pullllanimious contempt. 
Fourthly-, That for the pgoteRion- and praiſe: of them 
that doe-well; they would take notice gfevill doers, Star: 
bers of publick peace,tomake them exemplary tar thefame, 
which principally now are; the * irreverent impatient reſt- 
*D-(p ſexs of Jefſe LevellergS, or pretended Reverend Miniſterial * Prehyters, 
—_— : The firſt'of which, upon whatwale contented ground,/or tu- 
ible, —  morTknownoyy-indetrourmachevile and Jeſuicelike, to/di- 
* re confide- ViIdeandaiftratand2s mich as in thema lycg to. confound the 
rable inreſpet Conneells of  onrexperienced grave: and- honourable Senna- 
of place, tors; out'of a pfetended Jealoulic before tryall made, after all 
their wirmowing, may probably berray their truſt, which to 
me, certainly.neither:the Jaw of:Nature, 'Gad or Nations, e- 
ver gavEptivateperſohs ſach apoiwer, to anticipate and pre- 
Wdge, the tranfations in dubious matrers oftheirſupreame 
 #,, ans | = GO 


- 
- 
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*that are doubrtull and deſire tobe informed, may do wellto | 


dly.chateccordingly asat fieſt,there may be aGovlern- | 


—_— F 
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5 fe SL needs have moreknow ledge 
(through roars in the _ ofState thenithe moſt extra- 
orgy private ſpirit among'the giddy multicnd. And as for 


er,which pretend £6 a. ling themſelves Am- 
baladors ofC hidb if eh > indavdeThey would ne- 
ver {pe ally evil of the lers otithe people,as they 


ao N Pulpics, and did i —v their late Letter tothe General and 
Officers of the'Army, Paper,in it ſelfe moſt fallc and ſcanda- 
leus, 'fince choſethr they aſperſe are publicke rlons; And 


je; cmſelves ngh preſumed pubplick _ 
a hou 


are in .civill pings 


mas a 
ther the Ga 
intraſted..* now ih 


agreeing 
inſert yer Gods bajo ag 
d enough not only of ſab 


rs alſo. Ttixh&prec of, or =_ 
em Fx NS io - 
Ah meer doubtleflieot a more extraogdiwary, 
ſpicit), like hate of old, taking upon them rg te- 
Pre Magiſtrates, which uhieytby viſions, ,confir- 


miracl d atfimmediate Mi Tholebe- 


__ the Gods, to whoh the wordet Godehen was 
ſent. Whidgh if they can, prove ſuek.a calling;they allhe'ns | 
more op” but publicke p&@&ſons; To whonrnoe 
but all othie in daubtfull exigences (hoaldrepaite. 
re divine C icles of God. 19 2 Rua uw We» 
ut heh z they omar els pw romaine canbe doubt 
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Hon nenorha at her wp roger an 
ſpiritual? perſons. 220 - * —_ pretended Mo. ein. 


Prophet, like'fools,notk | 
abte 1s worn che: Almighty. "But ponies Fore 
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withithe *'T he Genaral* 
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Chriſtian ! zpirit 
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his word and.,Chnre hoo : "r 
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at all © 
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matters. 


JET —_—_— 6] 


vs "5 WV"; ; "-". 
d : Path I [TGT we 2 
hes SIS pleſa:\ poſing bal © 


& ot x. hraus--ay 7 
| ' 4 * — mr 20.05 a7 ©: Seb Ao is 'S. Gs her BYSS © 

Os a7. he by ha ins. to» Rater? heed -; apo 4 er Bu cha .One 

6. Brodihidb hat an NS Cs, 

| te ries er (© -Catgregrrions Wo, 

TE onfortrdbih primiriveit Oe ,:ddRcine, a7 

[ | 4.4 " wt | vgs to 


i - I f 4 -o 
$ h S R h 7 +6 ; ; 'T © Ll 
— , | EO, a= Is j w : - 
'” - , # = p - 247 «= : - c - oo” - o Y ; I 
- | , _ n 0 


Hetdf i akſe acne he fncere word. of 
e f 
Golpel,! Arras $<borv* mans brentnorh ror 
| ſedi nab apoio tntbbeby poblide: fo 
 toobey both in 


dn to bee baptized inc 


bis 


wher they ſhall be periwad- 
ed'to bee: his wiff, ar —— —— i< meete in 
their feveral#/ and there orderly and 
ciſe each others 


their _ 
upon ſactr gies, they 

ſelves ſicceſſively chooſe, asthey ftvodtin need, Paſtoss and 
orher Officers as they conceived neceffary to-rhe well-being 
and governing thoſe who had volancarily ſabmineed them- 
ſelves therumto,So that then doudtles this confticucion, would: 
have continged as a patterrie to all Congregitivas 
Thoſe extraordinary Meſſengers only excepted, that by their 
Micacles ſhewed their awehocicy from C to lay this foun-- 


dition, and preſeribe y ris for thi TA 
TB the ShriFOrg. forme for tn pircul touching the 


ogn | dg d] Ko eviedent, rhes uenthaſivay 

* defetivn began, the A ihe hee 

Was then Attiebriff ctr crtages defines 
rx ern of Chriſt's the 


and er 
Aeth, ' which was in- truch no lefle then wy cant rn the Fa- 
ther and the' Jon, for he that \ =054.4ear ver pan yn 
ming, whicit was to redeem, inlighyen, 
verge Samba pre ev his own mind: docfin "pas {= 
aFalo both on, and iz a-very 
ae Fo this alfÞ the Apoftle Paul gives teſti SY 
hs this miſtery-of Tarn anda to worke,. whickt 
peared'in the defeflton her ad war _— f hoſe nd 
menrs,. thar were firſt inning 
preackrthe word, which afecows | 
and common ir jatpernetic- bepria uf foe fromthe rae 
| = oy ot endrd pe, marvel, er over diwens, irs bo 
ne as Kings over: the — of the Brethren, w_ 
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— 68) 
then they didin the next place, Secondly. ſeduce from. the 
ſincerity of the Goſpell, pretending yet to be the Apoſtlezof 
Chriſt, which Payl calls notwithſtanding, falſe Apoſtles, Mi- 
nifters of Sathan, transformed into the appearance of Angels 
of light, becauſe indeed they hada zeale- tor. God, after the 
righteouſneſſe of the law, but not according to knowledge, 
in that they could nordiſtinguiſh between that ative and paſ- 
five righteouſneſle of the Law and Goſpell, the one requiring 
and exaCting obgdience, when it gives no pawer to performe, 
the other freely giving a power to performe more than it at 
all times requires an'exa&t performance to. | 

Befides from the womb of this error proceeded many more, 
for as in the Law ſo in the Goſpell, _=_ is ſuch a concati- 
nation of Goſpel truths,that an error in one foundation truth 
cauſech the like in others. So that by falling off tothe Law 
though they did profeſſe faith in Chriſt. They had no benefit 
th ; through the negle& of the Goſpel,either of an effe- 
Quall vocation, juſtification, true SanRification, or glorifica® 
on,which was only in this as Gods way to be found. The A- 
p<flle to the Gallatians teſtifying, that notwithſlanding their 
profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, in that they preferred mans righ- 
-teouſneſſe before Gods, :they were yet intheir ſins, Chrifts 
death waSin vaine to them. - And chat all his benefits ſhould 
profit them/nothing, which is as was ſaid, all one to them 
as if they had denyed Chrifts comming in the fleſh, And.then 
thirdly having loft thepurity of ' the Gofpell, they fell alſo 
from the forme and diſcipline of theſame, preferring circum- 
cifion, before' baptiſme, not,,afſembling themſelves as for- 
merly, refufing'communion and fellowſhip, with thoſe pu- 

rer Churches,  difpilting and contemning thoſe Sacraments, 

which" preſented the. benefits' of Chriſts' body and blood,in- 

ſorhuch as rt ſaid in'way of reproofe, that if atem- 
-porall death followed the brqach of one of Moſes Laws, how 
much ſhall he bee guilty of-a ſorer puniſhement, which, by 

thenegle& of Gof} all chacbs; and Ordinances, trample under 
foot theblood of the Sonne of God. Finally, After this, 

corruption in do@rine, there was ſo. great a departure from 

the faith,thatther followed as univerſal a corruption in man- 
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nergand then the:man of 2M Antichriſt not long after 
came indeed to be. revealed)whoſe onely worke was, to ſer 
himſelfe againſt and above Chriſt, in all his goſpell-miniffra- 
tions, confounding all primitive order, 'and.forme both of 
dodrine and diſcipline,, admitting nene but himſelfe and his 
corrupt Clergy to be ſole Judges in matcers of taith, which 
did afſume to themſelycs onely the name of the holy Church, 
that fo he might the better fic in the conſciences of thoſe hee 
calls the Laiety, as if it belonged not to them, eicher to know 
or receive any Cneichy Chciſt,through a faich of their own, 
over which he did ſo lord it, that he compelled them contra- 
ry to their owne light implicitly to beleeve and obey, many 
times thoſe things that were both contrary to nature,Law,and 
Goſpel. Which together with many more horcid abominati- 
ons, that for brevity ſake is here remitted. | 

So then by this, ſich a thick,and cloſe darknes covered the 
eyes of the people, that very few. had in thoſe dayes any true 
underſtanding in the miſtery of the Goſpell ; the Goſpell then 
being turned into the Law, and. other hamane traditions, 
And when that darkeneſſe began a.lictle to be expeld about 
Luthers time, yet by and by after, there was againe ſuch. a con- 
fuſed. mixture, of the Law and Goſpel], that it was hard to 


fay which was either : Which * Luther indeed prophetically * Tn Comen: 


forctold ſhould come to paſſe, thraugh the ignorance of Mi- Gal, 
niſters after his eime, which Gare by woefall 
have found too true, that covering Cherub of Antichriſtian 
darknefſe, ſtill in a great part remaining. SEE | 
, Thus having ſhewedin the ſecond place, the riſe, groweth, 
and cauſe,of continuance of this firſt defetion,lIt remains now 
that ſome meancs bee propounded, according -to- the third 
particular, for the re-inſtating the ſame unto its primitive 
error now might mere generally and eafily be effe- 
ed,if God ſhall be pleaſed to; give firftto our Magiſtrates and 
then more generally to others, a heart to follow the councel 
of our Lord-and head. Chrit Jeſus, given to the Church gf 
Fpbeſus in. another caſe, which confiſteth in three things. Fick 
co remember from whence we are fallen, that is to ſay, from 
the primitive conſtitution. Secondly to repent of all contra-- 
Ty, Wayes and abominable apoſtacies, Th _ , to doe = 
of Ss : 
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- eXPerience wee and ellewhere. 


Po ns ROE | 
Hiſt wdrkes that is, to conforme in all things to the mindof- 
Chrift, which was from the beginaing, for we oughe m this 
Eccleftaſticall Gorernment, as'in the other, to make Gods 
aime and end, in fach a fpirituall cenftitution our own,which 
if we wonld doe, we muſt ſabſcribe to-his wifdome, account- 
ing it oury,to follow his direftion in the ſame. We read rhar 
Moſes in building the Tabernacle,a figure of the Fewifh Church 
he ſhould doe all things according to the parterne, Even ſo 
now,if we would bnild this fpirituall T abernacle that is fal- 
ten down, fo as that the refidae of men whight ſeek after God, 
It maſtbe according to the plac forme laid down by Chrift, 
and his Apoſttes, who was faichfull in all things as' a Sohne, - 
over his owne honſe: and traely it were well, if after the 
ſame manner, and way of defeftion and apoſtacy we ſo hu- 
ſtily declined downwards,we might now more leiſurely ſtep 
by ſtep aſcend up again. into this holy Monntaine. 
And here then is firſt to be conſidered according to that which 
hath been formerly hinted, that isto ſay, the foundation 
being laid and confirmed by miracles, there was afterwards 
no need of a ſucceſſion of extraordinary Meffengers or Mitts 
cles, which wat at f rſt to confirme the truth of the Goſpell 
.".. among Heathens and Infidels, that then,which was tocon- 
© tinne to poſterity,unto which if we will conforme ic is nece(< 


ſafy. ; $4. 

Lich, that all diſtin&jons he in by Antichriſt, of per 
ſons, in referetice to hutuaneJearning, {© as to make an ir 
parity touching the office of the Miniſtery be laid aſide, res 
nounced, and + 1 As alf6 that cyſtome of laying 
on of hands, for the formall conftitution of any Goſpel Minf= 
fter, asf lie were therby better inabled to preach the truth, be 
alfo omited, fince the Apoſtles in their laying on of hands did 
. convey notordinary, bar extraordinary gifts. 5 Bi 

Secondly , That in regarf{ of our late confaſivn there 
might be appointed a certajne 'riumber, thar for thefr abilj> | 
ties in the knowledge of the myftery of che f!, 43 all'6 7 
 reputedto be of an holy and anblamable converſation; every | 

«Tim 2.1.6 ce nallifed according to the rule of the Apofle. * | 
 anJ'e"© Thirdly that theſe with the afſiſtince of Godly Magiſtrates | 
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ind other Ohritines might make choice in all parts, without Te- 
of perſovs, ſo many as they bave good experience'of e 


4 


ne d (1) refcrenice 
to. 


agreeing r.ot only in docyine and diſcipline, bur wit 
fle and other —_ for a8 latelligible ucterance, that 
they mighc be ſenc forch intoall places where there is need, to 
preach the fincere word of the Golpel, 2nd to perform other of= 
fices of the Miniſtery without the jntermedling with che civil 
Government, 

Fourthly, that all Chriſtians which ſhall live within the com- 
paſſe of their Miniſtery, being convinced of the :rath of Baprtiſie, 
might by initiatian, be firſt coxgregaced into a Church fellow- 
ſhip. And then thac all others, as the Miniſtery of the Goſpel 
ſhall be made <&:Qtuall, might afccr profefiion of repentance, 4c. 
be ill added to each particular vifible Congregation, according * ang now if 
to the ſeyerall diviſions, cither of Pariſhes or places equally devi- yer Baptifme 
ded by autheriry of Magiſtracy, All otkers, wichout ſuch a pro- ſhall nor be 


humane 


feſfion and way of 2dmittance, to be accounted as withour. Roe bir 
Fittly chat belides the publike DireRory for worſhip,and erdi- 57, 


nance of publike preacking for converting of men, ſome other the Churc! 
day might be permitted, or weekly allowed, anſwerible to the which doube- 
firit praQtice for the meeting of the Saints inthe participation of 1ebe is the or- 
Ordinances, as alſo for an orderly afid decent exerciſe of each 0- cel 
thers gifcs, thac ſo by frequent Ch echeir wits through exerciſe __ = ek. 
| diſcern things thac difter, that ſo upon very good experj* an ouphe to 
ence had of the manifold wiſedom of God ſeen in the Saints,they be achamed, 
might not haſtily ( as they doe now in ſome Churches otherwiſe for if he had 
commendable ) choole our their Othicers, ſpecially the Paſtors, commanded & 
publikely to preach, which. might ſucceſſively ſupply the place —_ ng, 
of thoſe that ſhould deceale, or otherwiſe be unployed. - one Hrlags 


 Sixtly,thac all doubtful points about che Trinity or others,might beyed, much 


by fair and meek diſputcs eſpecially writing be endeavoured to mote thenwath 
be cleared to vulgar underſtandings, a#things nor tobe io poſed 324 be clean, 
without a clear conviction, for writing is more advantagious in (4 avare con- 


that many times for want of boldneſle, quickneſs of wit, fire ndeddo nm 
of memory, diltempercd paſſions, or preſent afliſtznce, the ry nr thet. 


| hath been ſuſpended, and the, contrary error retained, when by Li>erty , and 


writing ſuch defaults in-nature by deliberation may be prevence ———_ 


leaſtof repentance from. dead wortifec,be a nor of diftinfion from the cnebradecher ſo there 


an i all ' , , , . . = 
lt the Chaockes of all thinge.chie there may dean harmonious Communien in this Nation, 
| D 3 and 


and as for inforcing, it ought not to be for theſe reaſons, in thi 


« Upon which. all Intelets are not created of one ſize, all have not one.and' the -* 


ground it were . {ame ontward means, not the ſame exerciſe, not the fame impe- 
10 be wiſhed 


the civil State 


ike-i oh negligence, pre'udice, willfulneſle; 1;aft- 
_ -—"p_ ey —_— a R. he hay toA judicisry A bliadneffe, 
of conſcence in Seyenthly, that ſuch Miniſters that areimplayed for = nga 
marrers of faith 1/1 of the Goſpel, our of ſome publike Scock, might have an 
maybeno  cquall and coniderable allowance; that ſo they may give them- 
NG on ſelves wholly to the wark of tl e miniſtry, Theſe and other things 
in erate yn ? ſcriouſly ponred and pac in practice, ic would I beleeve ſudden'y 
Ireland. put an end toall our differences, whether Civill or Ecclefialticall, 
This 1 ſpeake || being according to vur Covenant,a government indeed the nee. 
not out of love it to the word of God,and the beſt Re formed Churches, where- 
wt" va God in all the faithfall by what A = — _ 
ad good men, thereunto unanimouſly to accord 3; and as. or alt tnole perſons 
bar cur of l9ve that hold Tenents deſtructive to known principles, or a common 
torhis ruth 1 ofe {ſin of faich, that in every thing ſhonld be cleer not doubt- 
——_— ful, are not at frR(in ary Congregation to be a mitted) or if cor- 
wins So rupted after by Excommunication cal out, where they remain til 
the man of fin, m13nifeſtation of repentance,( as Heathens and Publicans ) which 
by the wordof yet Rill had a propriety io what was cheirs in outward thirgs;but 
his month, and if any ſuch perſonsſhal yer pertinaciouſly maintain ſuch opinions, 
whe —__ - - 3s contrary to the light of nacure, reaſon, and the. plaine letter of the 
ms +—+h then Scripture, -” = "I of -— os peace, they are uad 7 
Nob rolerati- the power of the Magiſtrate to puniſh. | 
On i qef red,as "Po to concluJe, theſe things being of ſo great importance, al- 
he beſt way cho1gh for brevity {ake, I can but touch each particular here in- 
Slows civ2" ſorted, L:tus every one now in our ſey-rall places and eall 
Ry Jay aliJe all envie and bitterneſs, ſuperfluiry of naughrineſs, 
thit ſo throagh meeknefs and love, we may promote the good of 
Church and State, ſo ſhall God be our King and dwell amongſt 
Us: and bleſſe us fo that we need not to fear/if the whole earth 
were gathered rogether againſt us, finc6 he is an all-fufficient- re- 
f -- his people, as by good experience we have already found, 
bur if we ſtill go on perverſly, and oppoſe him in making faQtions 
to carry on private Intereſts, againſt his peculiar Intereſt, which 
is the goad 2nd-wellfare of this Church and Stare, in the behalf - 
his. $2165, he will certajaly break us to peeces, ſoas we ſhall 
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diments to hinder, not the ſame internall divine Aſſiſtance, not a= : 
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2 ſcern and by word to Nations. O then that our governours 
would a their part herein, for who knowes bur they might bee 
diſtioguifhed and ſeparated thus unexpeRedlyfrom their brethren, 
andexaltcd to the high place of judicature for ſuch a time,and fca- 
ſon,and work 83 this, which if they (hall not now as wile and god- 
ly men improve,they and their houſes ſhall cerraioly periſh: when 
yet deliverance {hall come to Gods people ſome other way. 
Secondly, I wiſh alſo that all Royalliſts which hath ſcen the 


| handof God lifted up againſt them and their King,not withſtand- 


ing all faire glofles on tou'e matters, would now fit downe and 
conſider theſe are the dayes of Chrifts exalration in his Saints, to 
whoin belongerh ,not only the Kingdome, bur the greatneſlc of 
the Kingdome,for ever anJ ever. 


Thirdly, I dcfice that all Levellers, which in moſt of their re- 


ſts hath been already (atisfyed, chat chey would -not now goe 


about to deſtroy,whac formerly they have indeavoured to * build; * That is to lay 
the Councel of 
and the 
Parliament, 

; I which if diffol 
ment, as indeed one there ought to bee, would comply in this, ved before ſe- 


which it conceived tobe neareſt tro the Word of God, which in curity cf a new 


many particulars agreeth with that by chem held forth. And then et — 


but rather quietly ſit dowa and ſee what gradually God will doe 
amongſt us. 
Fourthly, That all Presbyrers that ate fo violent for a Goyern- 


Fifthly, By chis, I ſuppoſe, our Brethren of Scotland, that cry 
up the Covenant, as a thing not in any humane power to diſſolve, 
will be ſatisfyed, ſince SeRaric*, by them ſo ſpoken againſt, are 
in the right way ſuppreſled,yet is that web they cal through igno- 
rance,herefie,the true way of worſhiping the God of our Fathers, 

Bur I wiſh they had atike performed the Covenant with us, the letter of 
which is cither canditionall in referrence to the King or ather Delinquents, 
or with reſtriftions , touching Reformation in the Church, &c. befides, 
why not in man to diflolye? Since that which is nor in his lawfull er to 
do: namely raſhly r2 mix ſacred rhings with prophanc, mutt needs bein his 
power upon more {crions ts -t2undo, ne.ther is there any conditiou to 
make this Covenant perpetuall as I read in the fame. Butſucely Scotland 
will no: through their ſcnce of the Covenant pick a quarrel, and ungratefully 
iavade their brethren in England, which if, the Lord who hath ſhowed bin» 
ſelfe en our fide, will againe I doubt nor decide the controverſie. Laſtly, 
By ſuch Government the civill State will bee ſettled, Antichriſt deſtroyed, 
prophane converted, the Gentiles fulnefle accompliſhed, rhe Jewes through 
emulation thereat reſtored , and ſo then Chriits ſecond comming will bee 
haſtened, Eycn fo-come Lord Jefus, come quiekly. FiNIS 
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